
 

 
 

City of Huntington Woods 
Senior Advisory Committee 

Wednesday, December 16, 2020 
Minutes 

 

1. Call to order:  Remote meeting called to order at 3:32 p.m. 
 

Present:  Chris Smith,  Jim Speir, Kay Brady, Greg Gmerek, Lenny Newman, Recreation 
Director Mary Gustafson, Outreach Coordinator Jen Furlong, Librarian Joanne Johnson, 
City Manager Amy Sullivan. 
 
Absent:  Melissa Gadd 

 
2. Approval of agenda: Moved by Lenny and seconded by Chris to approve the agenda as 

presented.  Approved unanimously. 
   
3. Approval of minutes of the November 19, 2020 meeting:  Moved by Lenny and 

seconded by Chris to approve the minutes as revised.  Approved unanimously. 
 

4. Public participation:  Gail Linden expressed her thanks for the modified holiday lunch 
event for seniors.  She feels that seniors are especially vulnerable during the pandemic 
and suggested that additional meal events be planned – not just on holidays.  She said 
the Zoom Sunday group was still active and they would like the City to consider adding a 
heating element to the gazebo so they can gather in person during the winter.  Sue 
Ruttenberg and Sue Tanner supported the idea. 

 
5. Oakland County Senior Advisory Council:  Shenise informed the Committee that she has 

opted to not be reappointed to the Council for 2021 to have more time for personal 
commitments.  She thanked everyone for making her feel welcome and will miss the 
monthly meetings.  She said that the CDC has updated guidelines on quarantining from 
COVID.  Gail Linden asked for information on the flu shot program for homebound 
seniors which Shenise provided. 
 

6. Items of Business 
 

A. Senior contact outreach initiative:  Jim clarified that the item that has been 
postponed is the distribution of a post card to seniors with information on programs 
and events because some of them are not available during the pandemic like 
transportation.  But the City and the Committee are continuing other outreach 
initiatives when possible.  Gail Linden said she received information in her water bill 



with phone numbers of relevant agencies and the roll out of the new HWCares 
dedicated email and phone number. 

 
B. Recreation Center railing:  Amy said the contractor was behind in their schedule 

because several of his employees had contracted COVID, so the new install date is 
mid-January.  
 

C. UM project reports:    

 Transportation and mobility – Kay, Jim, Greg 
There was no update but with Jim resigning, he urged the Committee to continue 
looking into the transportation initiatives currently being explored for 
implementation after COVID ends.  Jim talked to Jen about next steps for the fixed 
transportation route idea. He also reminded the City that a website page dedicated 
to Senior transportation would be helpful. 
 
Social and community services – Melissa, Chris, Lenny 

 Water bill inserts are going out to promote the new HWCares email and phone 
number. 

 Jen has started  making the birthday calls for residents 68 and up and they are being 
very well received.  She is working on a program to mail cards signed by the City 
Commission. 

 The subcommittee is working on plans to celebrate older Americans month in May. 

 While the city is not accepting donations to the durable medical equipment loan 
closet at this time, the city is still lending out items if needed. 

 The Adopt a Grandparent program is underway.  Families with kids will be assigned 
to an older adult to make a connection through sharing letters.  So far 4 families are 
interested in the program. 

 The holiday meal event was a great success.  Lenny asked if the City would make a 
thank you proclamation for the Chef.  He will also participate in the 4th of July senior 
lunch event.  Costs were $630 and $520 was donated – Lenny suggested each 
committee member donate $25 to make the deficit.  Special thanks to Colette and 
the Recreation Department staff for creating the event.  
 

7. Project updates 
 

A. Senior/student interactions upcoming programs:  No update.  Gail Linden remarked 
that the leaf raking program last year was very helpful and encouraged the 
Committee to use students for snow shoveling if possible. 
 

B. HARP and concierge program:  There have no requests since the last meeting. 
 

8. Recreation Department and Library Programming Update:  Post cards went out that the 
newsletter is online and how to obtain a hard copy.  Jen continues to reach out to 
seniors and is making good contacts.  Gail wondered if the Recreation Department could 
look into providing exercise videos.  The Library has online cooking classes and book 
discussions planned and a new anti-racism film series is being offered. 



 
9. Other business:  Jim thanked everyone for their work on the Committee and is proud of 

their accomplishments and the relationships that have been established.  The 
Committee members wished him well. 

 
10. Next meeting:  January 21, 2021. 

 
11. Meeting adjourned at 4:26 p.m. 

 
 


